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?
= e r c h e d a l o n g t h e s loped wes te rn

? edge o f M o u n t K i n e o island,
= in Moosehead Lake,a l ine o f

= c h a r m i n g , 1900s -e ra cot tages

~ s snuggles benea th t h e mountain?s

= hu lk ing , f u r r o w e d - r o c k face. On a
mae st i l l m o r n i n g last Augus t , Fa i r f i e ld

= newlyweds J u s t i n e D u t i l and Dan
?= M u s s e r we re ho ld ing h a n d s in a

=e pair of Adirondack chairs on the
= y a w n i n g p o r c h o f O a k Lodge. O w n e d fo r t h e last 2 0 years b y

=a Dan?s pa ren t s , F l o r i d i ans Bi l l and K a r e n Musser , it?s one of

> seven bu i l d i ngs in K i n e o Co t tage Row, b u i l t in c o n j u n c t i o n

= with a former Gilded Age resort. Oriented with their backs
| t o t h e water , t h e co t t ages share t h e bygone-hotel?s r o l l i n g

a n i n e - h o l e go l f c o u r s e ? f r e q u e n t e d by m o o s e a n d geese ?

oa for a f ront yard.
Occasionally waving to golfers and visit ing hikers,
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Cot tage Liv ing
In the shadow ofal a v i s h 19th-century resort, a close-knit summer c o m m u n i t y

grows on Moosehead Lake?s Mount Kineo island.
B y J o y c e K r y s z a k P h o t o g r a p h s b y B e n j a m i n W i l l i a m s o n

D u t i l a n d D a n were re lax ing a f t e r t h e i r w e d d i n g t h e day

be fo re , w h e n they h a d exchanged v o w s a t t h e base o f t h e

m o u n t a i n w h e r e they p l a y e d a n d f o r a g e d f o r m u s h r o o m s

as kids, s o m e t i m e s p e e r i n g u p w a r d a n d i m a g i n i n g t h e

j i l t ed , e a r l y - 2 0 t h - c e n t u r y b r i d e who, i n one o f Kineo?s

m a n y legends, l e a p e d f r o m t h e m o u n t a i n t o p t o he r dea th .

D a n is t h e t h i r d M u s s e r ch i l d t o m a r r y on K i n e o , w h e r e

C o t t a g e R o w n e i g h b o r s , m o s t o f w h o m have s u m m e r e d

h e r e f o r a q u a r t e r c e n t u r y o r m o r e , a re l i ke fami ly . ? T h e

f i r s t was k i n d o f a D I Y w e d d i n g , d o n e o na s h o e s t r i n g

budget ,? says N e w H a m p s h i r i t e Peggy L a m b , w h o , w i t h

he r h u s b a n d , Steve, owns t h e 1909 B r e a k w a t e r c o t t a g e ,

f o r m e r l y t h e hotel?s y a c h t c lub . ?I t o l d K a r e n , ?Don?t i n v i t e

t h e K i n e o p e o p l e as guests . We?ll d r e s s i n b l a c k a n d w h i t e

l i ke ca te re rs , we ' l l c o o k a n d serve, a n d t h e n we ' l l j o i n in t h e

fest ivi t ies.? We were h a p p y t o d o i t f o r t hem.?

T h e L a m b s and t h e c u r r e n t Co t tage R o w h o m e o w n e r s

have t w o d o z e n ?Kineo kids? be tween t h e m , w h o g rew u p
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1970. T h e cot tages were added t o prov ide

ho te l pa t rons w i th m o r e relaxed, p r i va te
accommoda t i ons , w i th one h is to r ian

n o t i n g t h a t ?those w h o ren ted a co t tage

o f ten b r o u g h t the i r maid, but ler , and

fam i l y pet w i th them.?

Today, t h e 1,150-acre is land st i l l lu res

rus t i ca to rs . Ingo Pfo tenhauer , a f o r m e r

New York rea l -es ta te inves to r a n d yacht

capta in , says he s t u m b l e d on K i n e o

d u r i n g a N o r t h Woods f i sh i ng t r i p w i t h

his son in 1995; t h e fo l low ing year, he

and his wi fe, Ben i ta Z i m m e r , p u r c h a s e d

the circa 1901 Dogwood co t tage . ?Now,

we live t o come here.?

T h e 1908 arr ival o f the M a i n e

Cen t ra l Rai l road in nea rby Rockwood

b r o u g h t m o r e v is i tors t o Kineo. In 191],

t h e ra i l road b o u g h t t h e r e s o r t and t h e

H i r a m Ricker Ho te l C o m p a n y oversaw

a per iod o f p r o s p e r i t y be fo re c los ing

the complex in 1937 in the m i d s t o f the

Grea t Depression. T h e fo l low ing year,

according t o the Moosehead His tor ica l

Society and Museums archives, some

furn i tu re , f loor ing, and china were
removed and t h e hotel, wh ich h a d fal len

into disrepair , was par t ia l l y demol ished;

then on a r a i n y n igh t in October , t h e

rema in ing s t r u c t u r e c a u g h t f i re. ?The
r u m o r around here is t h a t t h e hote l was

burned down, l ike intent ional ly,? poss ib ly

to avoid the expense o f demo l i t i on , Dut i l

says. ?What was le f t was pushed in to

t h e water.? Divers regular ly search fo r
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M o u n t Kineo,

p ic tured behind the

1904 Alpen cot tage,

rises 7 0 0 fee t above

Moosehead Lake.

T h e mounta in is

famous for its flint-

l ike rhyolite, used by

Nat ive Amer icans to

make arrowheads

and o t h e r tools.
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remains, t u r n i n g u p old beams, green M o u n t K i n e o - b r a n d soda

bott les, and engraved si lverware.

Over the ensuing decades, the p r o p e r t y f unc t i oned on and

o f f as a resor t be fo re being subd iv ided , i ts bu i l d i ngs so ld o r
dismant led. In 1989, the Kineo Row C o n d o m i n i u m Assoc ia t ion

was fo rmed and the cot tages t h a t didn?t al ready have pr iva te

owners were put on t h e market . ?The b igges t c o m p l a i n t is t h a t

people w a n t fresh eggs and we can?t raise ch ickens here; it?s

against t h e covenants,? says Lamb, t h e association?s president.

Cars are also fo rb idden o n Kineo, w h i c h is connec ted to densely
wooded pr ivate land via a man-made isthmus. Residents arr ive

by pr iva te boat o r by f e r r y f r o m Rockwood and g e t a round on
f o o t o r in go l f carts.

In 2006 , Kineo Cot tage Row was des igna ted a nat iona l

H is to r ic Dist r ic t . Designed predominan t l y in t h e Shingle style,
w i th Colonial Revival and Queen Anne elements, the bu i ld ings

feature gable o r gambre l roofs, large, open-p lan l iv ing rooms,
wainscot ing, and broad bay windows, some stacked in two -

story corner towers. A few have leaded-glass windows. But the i r
mos t p rominen t features are the i r ample porches w i th var ied

balustrades t h a t w rap around i n a w a r m embrace, o r s t r e t c h

wide open, beckoning ne ighbors to pul l up an A d i r o n d a c k chair.

From her porch seat last summer, D u t i l s u m m e d up t h e
devot ion she and other islanders feel to t h e i r l i t t l e sl ice o f

Moosehead Lake. ?Dan and I have th is runn ing joke, ask i ng each
©

o t h e r , ? W h o d o y o u l o v e m o r e , m e o r K i n e o ? ? A n d w e b o t h n e v e r

a n s w e r . I t ? s v e r y c l o s e . ?


